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DRUG EDUCATION PROGRAMS - WESTERN AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLS 

15. Hon DONNA FARAGHER to the minister representing the Minister for Education and Training: 
I refer to drug education programs delivered in Western Australian schools.  

(1) Can the minister confirm whether the delivery of such programs is a mandatory component of the 
school curriculum across all government schools at both primary and secondary levels; and, if not, why 
not? 

(2) If yes, how many school hours does the department require schools to set aside for school drug 
education? 

(3) What reporting mechanisms does the department have in place to ensure that drug education programs 
are delivered in schools? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 
(1) Drug education is not mandated.  However, it is an important component of the health and physical 

education learning area.  All schools are required to ensure that students participate in health and 
physical education programs.  Through the school drug education and road aware project, the 
government has made available to all schools fully funded kindergarten to year 12 curriculum resources 
and professional learning, and the support of a project team of 17 full-time equivalents.  SDERA is a 
cross-sectoral project, covering all sectors of education.  

(2) Not applicable. 
(3) The department draws on a range of data to determine which drug education programs are 

implemented.  Ongoing analysis of data collected through the school drug education and road aware 
program enabled the department to identify schools and districts that had not engaged in some aspects 
of drug education.  This data was then used to strategically target those districts and schools.  Some 
outcomes of this have included allocation of additional full-time equivalents to districts to provide drug 
education support and increased take-up of drug education programs.  The department is a key agency 
in the whole-of-government Western Australian drug and alcohol strategy, Putting People First.  To this 
end, it is publicly accountable for ensuring that it accurately reports the effectiveness of drug and 
alcohol programs implemented across the state.  The department also collects data of reported cases of 
student drug use and participates in a range of state and national studies relating to student drug use and 
attitudes. 

 


